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Mr.Chairman,

My delegation would like to thank Ms.Maria Eugena Casar,Assistant Secretary-General,

for introducing the Secretary-General's report A/68/519 regarding the Revised Budget

for the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyie(UNISFA) for the period from 1

July 2013 - 30 June 2014.Our appreciation also goes to Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu,Chair

person of the ACABQ, for introducing the related report of the Committee as contained

in A/68/62.

Since UNISFA's deployment to the Abyie Area in 2011, it has been successfully

engaged to help the safe return of inhabitants,ensured the protection of civilians,and

has been supporting the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism(JBVMM)

in creating a safe and demilitarized zone.It is to be recalled that Sudan and South

Sudan agreed in March 2013 on the modalities for the establishment  of the Safe

Demilitarized Border Zone ,the operationalization of the JBVMM and the activities of all

the other security arrangements.As part of the agreement, the joint political and security

Mechanism adopted a detailed implementation plan for the operationalization of the

JBVMM.This plan includes the establishment of the interim JBVMM headquarters in

Kadgull,four sector headquarters and team sites to be established along the 2,200 Km
border.

Mr.Chairman,

We also recall the Security Council Resolution 2104 dated 29 May 2013 that authorized

the increment of troops from 4,200 to 5,326 in order to provide a force protection to the

national monitors.In addition to this 34 civilian personnel, including the Principal

Border Monitor, are requested to support the increase in troop strength and the

deployment of the Mechanism to four self-sufficient Sector headquarters locations.The

need for the JBVMM sector headquarters to operate in a self-sufficient manner,and the

inherent difficulty of sharing support equipment given the distances involved,have

made it imperative for the acquisition of vehicles and a helicopter.

In addition to this,the deployment of military and civilian personnel to the sector

headquarters sites and team sites will necessitate an increase in requirement for

construction services including for site preparation work and camp construction.My

delegation welcomes and supports the Secretary-General's revised resources proposal

amounted to$ 339,310,800 to implement the additional mandates given by the Security

Council stated above.



Mr.Chairman,

With regard to the deployment of forces,as of October 2013,117 troops of the 1,126

authorized contingents are on the ground.The remaining troops will be deployed as per

the schedule.This being the case,my delegation notes with concern the ACABQ's

recommendation for a reduction of $10,202,200. This cut is proposed from construction

projects and from vacancy rates. As the recommended cut compromises mandate

delivery of the Mission, my delegation finds the arbitrary cut harmful and does not

take into account the complex and challenging environment  faced by the Mission.

Given that the sites are located in a remote,inhospitable and undeveloped region with

no services, any reduction from the budget will definitely affect negatively the safety

and security of the staff. Since UNISFA is being affected by the absence of critical

infrastructure, we reiterate our call for the Secretary-General to take appropriate

measures to address the problem as a matter of priority to enable the Mission to better

deliver on its mandate.

Mr.Chairman,

In conclusion, my delegation would like to assure you of its readiness to engage

constructively in the deliberation of this important agenda item.

I thank you!




